
Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him. 

Psalm 134 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

At our service yesterday morning I said I would write to you all to update you on our 
plans as a church following the announcement of the second lockdown on Saturday 
evening. The verse from the Psalm above comes from our 11am service yesterday and 
was part of the text which Richard Briggs preached upon, reflecting on the  blessings we 
all receive from God whose love for us is generous, sure and steadfast even in 
(especially in) these strange and difficult times.  If you didn't have the opportunity to hear 
Richard preach yesterday, there is a chance to listen again on the St Nics website. 

I am likely to be writing to you more than once this week as we learn more of the details 
and regulations further to the guidance that was published on Saturday. The guidance 
provides that Places of worship will be closed from Thursday 5th November unless they 
are being used for: funerals; broadcasting acts of worship; individual prayer; essential 
voluntary and public services.  The guidance can be read here – with section 5 
specifically relating to Places of Worship: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-
restrictions-from-5-november 
Most immediately in terms of our gathered worship this means that although we will be 
unable to gather together physically to celebrate Communion,  it is our intention at this 
time to carry on broadcasting our Sunday Morning services from church  - although this 
will be done without a congregation and from behind closed doors, as was the case 
when we first tentatively ventured into this space in March. 

It will also mean that we are able to continue to open our church building for individual 
prayer on Wednesday and Saturday mornings, although there will be no Communion 
service on Wednesdays. This coming Wednesday, 4th November, will be the last such 
opportunity to celebrate Communion together for the next four weeks. 

We will continue our 6.30 services as we have been, as pre-recorded services which are 
streamed on Sunday evening. 

In all of the above I am enormously grateful not only to our leaders, preachers, 
musicians, readers and intercessors but also especially to members of the tech team for 
enabling us to worship together. We are actively looking for people who may have video 
editing or similar such skills (or who are willing to learn) to join the team. Please do be in 
touch with the office if you can assist.   

All of these arrangements may of course be subject to change but for today I thought it 
would be useful to set out our immediate intentions in light of what we know at this time. 

More broadly over the coming months I would like to highlight the opportunities before 
us to grow and serve as a church during this challenging season. 

This morning the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, together with the Bishop of 
London, issued a letter to all clergy in the Church of England. At the heart of the letter is 
a call for the whole Church to use this month of lockdown as a time of prayer and regular 
fasting. 

"Bearing in mind our primary vocation as the Church of Jesus Christ to pray and to 
serve we call upon the Church of England to make this month of lockdown a 

month of prayer. More than anything else, whatever the nation thinks, we know that we 
are in the faithful hands of the risen Christ who knows our weaknesses, tiredness and 
struggles and whose steadfast love endures for ever. 

Above all we recall people to some of the fundamental spiritual disciplines that 
shape our Christian life. How we do this is up to each congregation and clergy person. 
We will publish resources to support you before the first day of lockdown. During the first 
lockdown we cheered for the NHS every Thursday. During this second lockdown we 
invite you to fast in a way appropriate to you as well as pray for our nation every 
Thursday, for its leaders, its health and essential services and all those who 
suffer." 

The letter can be read in full here: 

https://mcusercontent.com/c469f35cd78778a0642cf65be/files/c7af5167-56d2-40c1-
aa83-
be2706149ac4/Letter_to_Clergy_from_the_Archbishops_and_Bishop_of_London_0111
2020.pdf?utm_source=CMS+Feeds&utm_campaign=7825ebdee2-
BISHOPS_LETTER_10_03_20_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc6694c
d55-7825ebdee2-136513035 
This encouragement to "recall people to some of the fundamental spiritual disciplines 
that reshape our Christian life" echoes the journey we have been on here at St Nics over 
the past months in our desire to grow corporately as a church, with an understanding of 
good growth  as being: 

First growth in discipleship 

leading to growth in service 

leading to growth in number 

Part of this approach has been the creation of the Community of St Cuthbert with its 
focus on growth in discipleship through the five rhythms of grace – prayer, study, 
hospitality, witness and justice. 

As we respond the Archbishops' call to intentionally deepen our relationship with God 
and adapt to the new rhythms of life brought about by this second lockdown,  please do 
consider adopting prayer as one of those rhythms over the coming weeks. 

There are a number of ways you can do this. There is the opportunity to join in daily 
prayer either in the morning, at midday or in night prayer broadcast from our website and 
Facebook page each weekday at 8am, 12pm and 9pm. There are also the added 
opportunities of our prayer nights on November 9th and 16th 

If you prefer to pray or you or own, or find those times difficult, there is always the 
opportunity to join in with the online services at a later time. In praying for both one 
another and our city and its communities, do use the prayer diaries which can be 
accessed from the weekly notice sheet or here: 

Prayers for individuals 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eZ-l5KoV1-
TZ5fwMi_YPJQD4qb5tLA8FExtLVhg0mAQ/edit 
Prayers for our life together: 

https://mcusercontent.com/230c0897326edd34e474fa9da/files/23c92970-749c-4dbe-
86cd-
fbf66abaa198/Church_Prayer_Diary_Autumn_2020.docx.01.pdf?utm_source=St+Nichol
as+Church&utm_campaign=50b4b2f9a6-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_09_07_11_38_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0
_910155d458-50b4b2f9a6-14628843 
Over the past weeks the 6.30 service has been focusing on "How to Pray". The sermons 
can be accessed via the website. There is also the Pete Greig book which accompanied 
the sermon series and online resources available at: https://prayercourse.org/toolshed/ 
There will be many in our congregation who will continue working through the lockdown. 
Those working in the NHS, in schools, colleges and the university. Those retail workers 
and others in essential services in addition to those in our church. Please do keep all of 
these in your prayers during this time. 

Finally a word on pastoral arrangements and emergency funds. 

I will be writing to small group leaders to arrange a meeting for our pastoral work  - 
which has always been carried out implicitly by small groups – to discuss how we might 
make pastoral care more explicitly a shared role with small groups. If you are not yet a 
member of. a small group or spiritual support group please contact the office as we look 
to make a number of new small groups in the coming weeks. In the meantime please do 
continue to contact myself or Mary Anne with any pastoral needs.  A reminder too that 
there now exists a pastoral fund to assist with those in financial need as a result of 
COVID. Please do contact me in confidence should you wish to discuss this. 

In his Thought for the Day this morning 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p08x59nw) the Rev. Dr. Sam Wells spoke of  St 
Paul and his response to being "locked down" in prison. Do listen again to this if you 
can. Part of Paul's response was to be found in his letter to the Romans with his 
conviction that there was nothing, no hardship or circumstance, which could separate 
him from the love of God. As we prepare to enter this second period of lockdown may 
Paul's familiar words from Romans 8 provide us all with a reassurance of God's love 
which remains constant and unextinguished during this time 
"For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord." 

With every blessing to you all 

Arun 

 


