
The Licensing of the Revd Dr Richard Briggs (via Zoom 28.09.2020)  
 

Introduction of the service and those present via Zoom. 
 
Bishop Paul: God calls his people to follow Christ, and forms us into a royal priesthood, a holy nation, to 

declare the wonderful deeds of him who has called us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
 

 The Church is the Body of Christ, the people of God and the dwelling-place of the Holy Spirit.  In 
baptism the whole Church is summoned to witness to God’s love and to work for the coming of 
his kingdom. 

  

 To serve the royal priesthood, God has given particular ministries.  Today, Richard begins a 
new ministry as Prior to the Community of St Cuthbert’s.  We welcome him and I ask you to 
pray with me that he may bring forth the fruits of the Spirit in the bond of peace, to the glory 
of God and for the well-being of this community. 

 
Reading:                      Luke 24:13-35 
 

Brief Reflection  
 

The Presentation 
 

Bishop Paul: Richard, do you believe that God is calling you to this ministry? 
Richard: I do so believe. 
 

Bishop: Will you serve as Prior in faith and with joy? 
Richard: With the help of God, I will. 
 

Bishop Paul: Will you here present support and uphold Richard in this ministry? 
All: We will. 
 

The Licensing 
 

Bishop Paul: As we prepare to license Richard to this ministry, let us pray that the Holy Spirit will empower 
him and all of us in the service and love of God. 

 

Almighty and loving Father, giver of all that is good, hear our prayer for your servant Richard, 
whom you have called to serve in this ministry. Strengthen him by your Holy Spirit. Fill him with 
love for your people. As a faithful priest and true servant of your Son, may he preach your word, 
minister your sacraments, and serve your people, to the glory of your name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Inauguration 
 

Bishop Paul: Throughout the ages it has been the calling of the Church of England to glorify God and serve 
this nation through the faithful proclamation of the Gospel in worship, service, mission and 
pastoral care.   Today, rejoicing in this tradition, and welcoming the opportunities of the years 
to come, we ask Richard to commit himself anew to this calling. 

 

 Therefore, let the declaration be made and subscribed and the oaths taken according to law. 
 

The Declaration of Assent 
 

Archdeacon:              The Church of England is part of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church worshipping the 
one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim 
afresh in each generation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its 
historic formularies, the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, the Book of Common Prayer, and the 
ordering of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons.  In the declaration you are about to make will you 
affirm your loyalty to this inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance under God in 
bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making him known to those in your 
care?  



Richard: I, Richard Stephen Briggs, do so affirm, and accordingly declare my belief in the faith which is 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds and to which the historic 
formularies of the Church of England bear witness; and in public prayer and administration of 
the sacraments I will use only the forms of service which are authorised or allowed by Canon.  

 

The Oath of Allegiance 
 

I, Richard Stephen Briggs, do swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth the Second, her heirs and successors, according to law.  So help me God.  

 

The Oath of Canonical Obedience 
 

I, Richard Stephen Briggs, do swear by almighty God that I will pay true and canonical obedience 
to the Lord Bishop of Durham, and his successors, in all things lawful and honest.  So help me 
God. 

 
This concludes with Richard signing the oaths and declaration form before Bishop Paul. 
 
Bishop Paul: As we prepare to license Richard to this ministry, let us pray that the Holy Spirit will empower 

him and all of us in the service and love of God.  
 

Almighty and loving Father, giver of all that is good, hear our prayer for your servant Richard, 
whom you have called to this ministry.  Strengthen him by your Holy Spirit.  Fill him with love for 
your people.  As a faithful priest and true servant of your Son, may he preach your word, 
minister your sacraments, and serve your people, to the glory of your name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Institution 
 
Bishop Paul reads the Licence. 
 
Bishop Paul: Richard, receive this ministry which is both mine and yours; in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Blessing: Richard, the Lord give you courage, wisdom, strength and love to do his will; and the blessing of 
God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 

Prayers 
 
Concluding with The Lord’s Prayer…..   
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 
Bishop Paul: May Almighty God make you faithful to his calling, cheerful in his service, 
 and fruitful for his Kingdom; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ.  Amen. 


