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Update on Reopening the Church 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
John 14:27 

This email comes to update you with our plans as a church for reopening following 
Government announcement concerning the partial reopening of churches. 

Last weekend the Government announced (at 10pm on Saturday 6 June) that 
churches would be able to open for supervised individual prayer from 15 
June. During the past week this date was brought forward to 13th June. Advice to 
churches was published on the 12th June. 

The advice can be read here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-
guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic/covid-19-
guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic 
The announcement was permissive rather than obligatory – meaning that whilst 
churches could open if they were able there was no requirement for them to do so 
and the decision would lie with the Incumbent in consultation with the PCC. We are 
aware that a number of churches - such as Durham Cathedral -  have taken the 
decision to wait until they are ready to open their doors rather than to rush in. We 
share with them the view that this is the wisest course of action at this time.  

The Government's announcement is a small but welcome step in our journey to 
being able to worship together once more in the heart of the city. At the moment the 
guidance allows the phased re-opening of our building only for individual prayer and 
funeral ministry. What we can offer is limited in practical scope but will be valuable to 
those in spiritual need. We also recognise the distress being felt by many of those 
who in past times have found daily solace in our building.  

Alongside this we need to balance a duty of care to our staff and volunteers so that 
any reopening can be done in a way that ensures their safety as well as the safety of 
those who would week to enter our building. 

Advice has been received both from the National Church and Diocese on how best 
to balance these priorities in our decision making. 

The latest advice from Bishop Paul and Sarah can be found 
here: https://durhamdiocese.org/covid-19-update-24-bishops-pastoral-letter/ 
At the heart of that advice is the need for churches to carry out full risk assessments 
prior to opening their doors and to ensure any actions flowing from those 
assessments are put in place before we open our doors. 
 
A small team has been put together to lead on this and to make recommendations to 
the PCC. In the meantime we will be posting a notice on our website in the next day 
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or so and on our noticeboards outside church explaining the situation whilst also 
stressing that we are open online and providing practical support to those in need. 

The draft statement reads: 

"At present our church building remains closed to the public for acts of 
worship and gathering within its buildings. 

The Government and the Church of England are expected to offer new 
guidelines and permissions for services to resume over the coming 
weeks. 

Our governing Body and our staff team will be exploring how and if we 
can offer such services in line with these guidelines and instructions. 

This will take time. 

We need to ensure safety for all attending and for our team of 
volunteers before we can safely open. 

In the meantime please join with us in our daily and weekly online 
services of worship via our website www.stnics.org.uk  Do also contact 
us via the website to receive pastoral or practical support during this 
time. Please bear with us as our church building remains closed to the 
public until such time when it is safe for us to reopen." 
 
Rev Arun Arora  
Vicar of St Nics 
14/06/20 

  

In your prayers please continue to give thanks for the many blessings we are 
witnessing during this time including our opportunity to worship together in the digital 
space, the pastoral care being provided and the opportunities to share life with one 
another as a community. 
 
Please continue to pray for all of those who grieve and suffer from ill health during 
this time and those who continue to face challenging conditions at home or work. 
Finally please do continue to pray that this time of suffering will pass. 
 
And in all of this know that the Lord is good and we are His, the sheep of His 
pasture. 

With every blessing to you all, 

Arun 


