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I rejoiced with those who said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord."

Psalm 122 v.1

Dear Friends

I wanted to write and update you on some forthcoming changes and to outline
the journey we will be taking in our corporate life of praise and worship.

As some of you will have seen from this weeks' notice sheet, we will be

changing the pattern of our services from 6th September as we begin to
emerge into a COVID compliant landscape of praise and worship back in the
physical church of St Nics.

From the 6th September our morning service will move from 10am to 11am
and will be broadcast live from church. Our evening service will remain at
6.30pm and will continue in the online format. For September and October our
morning services will continue to use the lectionary readings from the Church
of England  - continuing through the Gospel of Matthew – whilst our evening
service will focus on teaching on Prayer. We will also be continuing to offer
prayer online three times daily during the week at 8am, 12pm and 9pm with
midday prayer recommencing on the 7th September.

The new morning pattern follows the re-opening of the church for private
prayer some weeks ago and then the reintroduction of Holy Communion in
church on Wednesdays over recent weeks. During this time we have also
been able to conduct both a wedding and a funeral in a COVID compliant
way.  Each of these has taken place after a considerable amount of work by
the Logistics Group and staff in drawing up the required risk assessments and
then ensuring proper implementation.

Ever since March we have been guided in our ability of how to physically
worship together by the national guidance issued by the Church of England in
consultation with the Government. Whilst there have been numerous
iterations and changes to that advice,  we have sought reopen our building in
a way that is safe for all whilst recognising the yearning to sing praise and
offer worship to God together in the city centre. All of this has been carried out
under the guidance and permission of the PCC.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank both the logistics group -
especially Ann and Simon Lipscombe – and the PCC for all their work.

A number of rules remain in place for our proposed gatherings together – not
least the limits on social distancing which means that no more than 30 people
can be within the main church when we gather to worship. In addition on rules
on people wearing face coverings there are also rules on sung worship,



including the stipulation that those gathered in church are unable to join in any
singing which may now take place with up to four people being able to
"perform".

Taken together these rules mean that we remain limited in our ability to
worship together physically. Each service requires people to operate the tech
required for us to broadcast the service in addition to those participating in the
service and other volunteers. This means that currently we are only able to
offer 22-24 tickets per service at this time.

This means that we will be using a pre-book only system where tickets will be
issued on a first come, first served basis with people being asked to email the
office by 12 noon on the Thursday before each Sunday service. Tickets will be
issued by Friday for that Sunday.

So to pre-book a ticket for 6 September please email the office by 12 noon on
Thursday 3 September 2020. If you do not receive an email by Friday, it
means you do not have a ticket for the following Sunday.

In order to ensure  fairness and a fair distribution of tickets people may not be
able to attend in person each Sunday but it is our intention to broadcast each
morning service from Church in addition to continuing with a 6.30pm service
online.

At this point may I take the opportunity to formally thank, on all our behalf, all
the members of the tech team who over the past months have ensured that
our Sunday services have been broadcast. We will continue to rely upon their
gifts and skills for months ahead and without them we would be limited to 20
or so people being able to come to Church each Sunday.

As with almost all our activity at this time we will be keeping this under review
and the PCC will continue with me to oversee all aspects of our worship.
Please could I encourage you to get in touch with me directly if you have any
questions, comments or concerns.

In the midst of all the challenges and difficulties of the past months it is worth
reflecting and giving thanks for all that God is doing in, with and through us.
As a church we have been blessed by the gifts of the body as a whole as we
have come together whether in praise and worship, through social events or
through our pastoral care of one another. Undergirding this has been the work
of the staff team who have met together almost daily from April  - July and
who continue to dedicate themselves unstintingly to the work of the church.

Please would you continue to pray for wisdom for our staff, the PCC and for all
involved in ensuring the continuity of our worship as we seek to make
decisions over the coming weeks on a range of issues including how we
enable our children and families to worship together, how we serve those who
are still shielding to varying degrees and who remain part of our family, how to
involve new and returning students, how maintain our eucharistic offering in
such limited circumstances and how to respond to the spiritual and practical
needs of our communities and parish in these challenging times. In all of this
we need to be mindful of seeking to balance how we fulfil our missional
imperative alongside the need to serve the people of God as we seek to go
deeper in our journey of discipleship.

It is almost inevitable that over the coming weeks there will be some
frustration by the restrictions that come through trying to balance our desire to
"return to normal" and maintaining safety for all. As we undertake this journey
together we do so confident that we do so under God's care and provision.
We give thanks to Him for all that we are able to offer and the delight that
comes in offering ourselves in response to His love for us through Jesus



Christ our Lord. It is in this, as ever, that our frustrations are turned into joy as
we give thanks to God; in our homes, in our lives, in our hearts and in our
rejoicing.

With every blessing to you all

Arun


