
FAITH IN THE UNSEEN 

Sunday 11th April 2021 

Bible reading: John 20:19-29 

Before this passage, we learn that Jesus 

was crucified but rose victoriously from the 

grave. He appeared to several people, 

including Mary Magdalene who at first did 

not recognise him. But on hearing Him 

speak her name, she was overjoyed to be 

reunited with the Lord. 

Jesus appears to His disciples: read 

verses 19-23 

What was their initial reaction? 

Why were they hiding? 

These men had deserted Jesus and ran in fear so were now hiding behind a locked 

door, but Jesus tells these men that He is “sending” them. In Matthew, we hear more 

about what His plan for them is: 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age.” – Matthew 28:18-20 

They had supposedly blown it all, yet Jesus wasn’t going to give up on them. He was 

sending them out to teach others about how their sins are forgiven through the grace 

of Jesus Christ. On the outside, these disciples seemed to have no strength or courage 

on their own. But in verse 22 of the passage, we learn that Jesus’ plan wasn’t to send 

them out on their own:  

22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

The power of the Holy Spirit was going to give them the strength to go out and face 

the world they were hiding from. 

How would you feel putting your trust in something unseen? 

Jesus appears to Thomas: read verses 24-29 

We’re all familiar with the phrase seeing is believing, but as Christians we are called 

to put our faith in the unseen. In this part of the passage, Thomas (who wasn’t with 

the other disciples previously) doubts Jesus had risen from the grave. He says he must 

see Jesus with his own eyes and feel the scars with his own hands in order to believe 

He was alive. After Jesus appears to Thomas, and Thomas is able to see and touch 

His scars, he believes.  



Following this, Jesus has a message for all: 

“Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen 

and yet have believed.” 

We are called to put our faith in the unknown and to trust God regardless of whether 

we know the direction He is taking us. The Holy Spirit is invisible, yet it aids us in 

developing our relationship with God, and like the disciples, it gives us the courage to 

go out whether the path is clear or not.  

How can these principles be applied to our lives today? 

What do you think the reaction of someone who isn’t a Christian would be to this idea? 

Talk to God about areas of your life where you can lean on Him to help you achieve 

something. Pray that He would take eliminate your doubts and teach you to have 

unconditional faith in Him. Maybe listen to ‘Unknown’ by Mosaic MSC beforehand to 

inspire you: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTp8NRWtv3c  
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