
Name:  Tim Curtis 

Location: Paraguayan Chaco

My role: To focus on discipleship 
training materials within 
the Énxet language and the 
production of study materials.

My call: To promote use of the 
Holy Scriptures, making people 
wise for salvation through faith 
in Jesus Christ.
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The call in action

Dear praying Friends,

Greetings from the translation office at the Anglican centre, Rio 
Verde. 

Since I last wrote, we have had something of a respite from the 
pandemic, with several months of relatively few infections and 
deaths. At its height the pandemic was claiming around 150 lives 
a day and Paraguay was one of the worst affected countries in the 
world. Mercifully there has been a dramatic improvement in recent 
months and the deaths are down to between about five and fifteen 
a day. There is concern over the Delta variant, but the good news is 
that there has been very significant progress with the government’s 
vaccination campaign. I have managed to have my two jabs, the first 
in June and the second in July. 

The winter season came to an end with strong north winds blowing 
dust and leaves everywhere. It was drier than usual and there were 
frequent prayers for rain throughout the Chaco. An answer to prayer 
came at the beginning of September, with a modest amount of rain 
around Rio Verde, reaching up as far as the Mennonite colonies. New 
guttering, which was installed by Chris Hawksbee and his team at the 
centre last July, has meant that we can now maximise our capacity to 
capture rainwater. Bushfires caused a thick smoky haze over Asuncion 
and other parts of Paraguay in August, but we managed to avoid fires 
in the woodlands around Rio Verde. We are praying that we will be 
blessed with more abundant seasonal rain soon. I give thanks for the 
Lord’s protection and his constantly watching over the centre.  

Meanwhile, the improvements to the 
Trans-Chaco Highway are continuing apace. 
It is possible to drive nearly 50km north of 
Rio Verde on newly paved sections, which 
will eventually become the southbound 
carriageway. It has made getting to El Estribo 
communities much quicker. The new sections 
are beautifully smooth, and it is such a relief 
not to have to contend with the potholes and 
craters. 

During August I was able to stay with 
Alison and Chris in Mariano Roque Alonso 
(part of Asuncion) for a welcome break. I had 
actually damaged the front of the car after 
I crashed into a goat on the Trans-Chaco 
near Rio Verde. It proved to be easier to get 
the insurance sorted out and repairs done 
in Asuncion. It was not a serious accident, 
but one does have to watch out for herds of 
goats, cows, and other animals on certain 
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sections of the highway. I was able to do some serious reading during the 10 days I 
stayed with Alison and Chris, and I am immensely grateful for their hospitality. 

During my time in Mariano Roque Alonso I was able to visit the Spanish-speaking 
Anglican church San Juan Apostol, where deacon Gustavo and his wife Rebeca 
have their ministry. I was asked to give an update on the work in the Chaco. Over 
the entrance to the church building is written “My house will be called a house of 
prayer”. A reminder to me that we need to constantly pray for the growth of the 
church and evaluate our prayer life individually and as a church and team. Gustavo 
and Rebeca have become frequent visitors to Rio Verde, accompanying 
the vicar general, Agustin, on his trips to the Chaco. It was good to see 
them at the anniversary service in Makxawaya this year.

We continue to make slow but steady progress on the revision of 
the Northern Enlhet Bible. We have been working on 1 Kings with the 
Northern Enlhet translators during August and September. There was 
some sad news when we heard that translator Evencio lost his brother. 
He died after a COVID-related illness at the beginning of September. 
Evencio had to self-isolate and so was unable to join us for our revision 
work in Filadelfia a few weeks ago. 

Back in the Chaco, I have been attending the Southern Enxet-
speaking church at La Herencia most weekends. This is where Elvio 
Cabanas is now based. I am usually asked to give a meditation or 
short sermon during the service, and this is followed by Elvio or one 
of the pastoral assistants preaching a longer sermon, often going 
over and expanding on some of the points I have made or just giving 
a summary of what I have said.  

A recent challenge for the village was to host about 250 Maka 
indigenous visitors for three days over a long weekend of football 
matches. Their presence attracted hundreds of other indigenous 
visitors and Hispanics from all around the Chaco. They camped out 
in various buildings, the smell of cooking everywhere. The Maka, 
who originally lived in the Chaco, moved to the outskirts of Asuncion 
after the Chaco War. They sell craftware, dominating the tourist 
market in normal years. Amazingly they still keep up their language. 
Their language is not related to Enxet, but it is related to Nivacle 
(north-western Paraguay) and Wichi and Chorote (Argentine Chaco). 
There are only about 1200 of them. The New Testament in the Maka 
language was dedicated in 2013 having been completed under the 
supervision of experienced translators Matt and Rosemary Ulrich 
(of Wycliffe Bible Translators). They also worked on the Chamacoco 
New Testament in Puerto Diana, on the edge of the Pantanal. I 
visited them there in 1992. They kindly checked some of my early 
work on the phonology (sound system) of Southern Enxet and were 
of great encouragement to me. 

Once again, many thanks for your support and prayers. 

With love in the Lord Jesus,

Tim Curtis

Church Mission Society is a mission community acknowledged by the 
Church of England. Registered Company No. 6985330 and Registered 
Charity No. 1131655 (England and Wales) and SC047163 (Scotland). 

You can give to Tim at:  
churchmissionsociety.org/curtis

Contact details:  
timothycurtis440@gmail.com
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